

















Relating ROS  and  VAMP





There is no neat and tidy relationship between the ROS classes and VAMP categories. Each of these serve their own purpose very well, but the behaviour of visitors cannot be confined to neatly identified land areas - this would be a very direct contradiction of the freedom which is the epitome of park values. 





However, specific kinds of activity are most likely to be found in a specific opportunity class or classes.  To demonstrate this, we use below some of the VAMP categories developed within the Willis area pilot study (pp. 10,12), and show how these commonly relate to the relevant ROS Classes.
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Quality of Visitor Experience and the Parks Vision





The need for environmental protection, coupled with the current environment in which park managers face the threat of legal action for supposed liability, gives rise to another problem. Visitors are all too often insulated or even alienated from the natural environment by the well-intentioned actions of park managers.  This often goes more or less un-noticed, and so is generally far too readily acceptable, but is subtlely and effectively damaging to the quality of visitor experience. It has perhaps been most persuasively expressed by the philosopher Valerius Geist and we use his words here :





‘. . . technological means to reduce user impact on wildlands increasingly put the individual into a cocoon that isolates him from the very wildlands he visits whether he like it or not. He who uses a propane camp stove instead of a campfire, looses the knowledge and skills needed to find the proper kindling and wood, knowhow to coax a fire when the elements conspire against it, nor will develop a pioneer’s eye for selecting his nightly camp spot. He who is confined to trails laid out by others fails to develop a keen eye for landscapes or a sound appreciation of his bodily skills. In short, the camp stove, the tent, the foamy, the sleeping bag, the dehydrated food - great conveniences - all conspire to lessen the interaction between the human being and nature.





They rob a person of knowledge, skills and insights. The visitor of wildlands is less and less interacting with nature, but becomes a platonic visitor that drifts past. 





Does that not defeat and trivialise the very essence of recreation which is adventure and a test of oneself, be nature perceived as an adversary or romantically as a nurturing, supporting mother ? Add to all this the regulations, “Thou shalt not . . .” and the interpretive services that tell you where to look and what to appreciate. Is this the life of Kings ? . . . is this the way to a sense of mastery, power, health and longevity ?





This theme runs through much of the more visionary park literature, ranging from Joseph Sax’s seminal Mountains without Handrails, and the many writings of conservationist Edward Abbey, to the classical works of Muir, Leopold and Marshall. All have argued, as we are doing in this volume, for integration of protection and environmental stewardship with visitor access, but doing so with the least possible hardening of the landscape or other technological intervention. Some of this intervention may well be both advisable and necessary, but it should never be immediately assumed to be the answer. Thus, we have argued above (p. 8) for restricting development along the Barry Way, rather than proceeding to further facility provision and hardening.
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